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Thursday, January 26, 2023  
 
Honorable City Council 
1300 Perdido Street 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
 
Re: 2220 Broadway 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
Attached, please find a report regarding an appeal of the Historic District Landmarks Commission’s 

decision to allow the retention of the façade demolition and assess a $21,690.00 fine.   

 

Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please feel free to contact me at 

your earliest convenience. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleanor Burke 

Deputy Director 
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2220 Broadway is a Contributing rated multi-family structure located in the Carrollton Partial Control, 

demolition review only historic district.   

The original stucco front porch was removed in deviation of the building permit following the issuance 

of two Safety and Permits Stop Work Orders.  The first Stop Work Order was issued for exceeding the 

interior demolition permit.  The second stop work order was issued for working despite the Stop Work 

order that was posted.  

The applicant had approval from Safety and Permits to remove the stucco at the front porch columns 

and replace it with wood weatherboards.  Instead, they removed the entire porch framing assembly as 

well as the stucco.   

HDLC Demolition Definition 

Demolition means any of the following actions occurring within a five-year period to a building in a 

historic district:  

1. The structural removal, obscuration, or increase in height of any exterior wall altering more 

than 50% of the total exterior structure, or the restructuring of more than 50% of the structure’s 

exterior wall area;  

2. The removal, alteration, or obscuration of more than 50% of the existing roof structure 

measured in plan view;  

3. The removal, alteration, or obscuration of more than 25% of the historic materials, as 

determined by HDLC staff, on the primary façade; or  
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4. The raising of an existing building to create habitable space that complies with the ceiling 

height requirements set forth in Sec. 26-196.  

Exterior Wall means the structural assembly of any wall dividing the exterior of a building from the 

interior, including structural members, windows, and doors but excluding weatherboards.  

Obscuration means concealing, hiding, encapsulating, or covering a building’s exterior walls, existing 

roof structure, or historic materials on the primary façade in whole or in significant part with new or 

replacement elements.  

Primary Façade means the front or principal face of a building that can be distinguished from the 

other faces by its elaborate architectural details, including but not limited to, porches, columns, 

cladding, doors, windows, trim, cornices, soffits, fascia, railings, and shutters. 
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2.10.22  Broadway Street Holdings, LLC purchases the property. (Figure 1)  

3.5.2022  Owner applies online for an interior demolition only permit.(Figure 2)  

4.26.22  Interior demolition permit issued. 

4.26.22  Owner applies for an interior and exterior non-structural renovation permit. (Figures 3 & 4) 

5.11.22 Tammie Jackson, Executive Director of the Department of Safety and Permits makes a note 

in the permit case that work was being performed in excess of interior demolition only 

permit.  

5.18.2022 S&P performs an inspection and posts 1st  Stop Work Order. (Figures 5 & 6)  

7.8.2022 Due to the amount of weatherboards and framing at the side elevations that have been 

removed, HDLC notifies applicant that they must submit a demolition retention application 

to the HDLC.   

8.23.22 Police officers visit Safety and Permits looking for assistance with a Crimestopper tip about 

2220 Broadway.  The Crimestopper tip concerned work going on in violation of the Stop 

Work Order.  Safety and Permits Staff met the police at the property to find workers 

working inside.  Safety and Permits posts 2nd Stop Work Order. 

9.12.2022 Based on documentation submitted by the applicant, HDLC staff determines that the 

weatherboard removal is under the maximum percentage allowed under the HDLC 

demolition definition.  The HDLC retention application case is withdrawn and the HDLC sub-

permit is closed.   

9.12.2022 Safety and Permits issues a non-structural renovation permit for the following: Hurricane Ida 

damaged sheetrock repair/patch, Refinish wood floors, Interior & Exterior Painting, Roof 

replacement, Replace Siding with HardiPlank. (Figure 7)  

10.21.22 Owner requests an addition to their permit to include the replacement of the stucco at the 

front porch with Hardiplank siding.  Safety and Permits Staff does not review this proposed 

change at the front façade with the HDLC Staff and re-issues the permit with the addition of 

removal of the stucco and installation of weatherboards.  (Figure 8)  

11.30.22 HDLC receives a complaint that the building permit has been exceeded again.  An inspection 

determines that the entire stucco front porch and its framing has been demolished. HDLC 

posts a Stop Work order. (Figure 9)  

12.21.22 Applicant applies for retention of the demolition of more than 25% of the façade.  (Figure 

10)  

12.29.22  Stop Work posted on 7200 S. Claiborne Avenue around the corner from the subject property  

(Same owners) for demolition of the entire roof without a permit. 

1.4.2022 Commission votes to allow retention of the demolition and levied a fine of $21,690.00 

which is 25% of the total possible fine amount of $86,570. (15% of the buildings 

appraised value) (Figure 11) 
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The Carrollton Historic District was created in 2016 to provide some level of protection for the historic 

structures that contribute to the character and significance of the area.  The HDLC Demolition 

definition was updated in 2018 to ensure that the character defining facades of these structures could 

not be irrevocably altered.  The illegal demolition fines were increased in 2022 to stem the tide of 

illegal destruction of historic structures throughout New Orleans historic neighborhoods.  These steps 

have been taken by the HDLC and the New Orleans City Council because of the negative impact 

demolitions and alterations are having across our historic neighborhoods.   

2220 Broadway represents the culmination of these efforts and the system working as it should.  

Broadway Street Holdings LLC has repeatedly exceeded permits and continued work despite multiple 

Stop Work Orders.  The fines are commensurate with the crime and the negative impact their actions 

have had on what was once an intact, Contributing rated Mediterranean Revival style structure.  The 

HDLC urges the City Council uphold the fines for the illegal demolition at 2220 Broadway.   

 

The Staff report can be found at this link: https://sites.google.com/view/nocmm010423/new-

business-retention-applications/2220-broadway-st 

Video of the hearing may be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yC5a099fbSU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/view/nocmm010423/new-business-retention-applications/2220-broadway-st
https://sites.google.com/view/nocmm010423/new-business-retention-applications/2220-broadway-st
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yC5a099fbSU
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Figure 1 

 

 

Figure 2 
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Figure 3 

 

 

Figure 4 – Initially Submitted contract 
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Figure 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6 
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Figure 7 
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Figure 8 
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Figure 9 
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Figure 10 

 

Figure 11 

Public Comment 
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Drawings for proposed new façade submitted 1.26.2023 

 


