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Jesse LeBlanc: We’re on Item C, which is 7330 Cohn St. And if this is the applicant, could you

just state your name and address for the record, please?

Daniel Avalos: Hello. My name is Daniel Avalos. I'm with the Sewerage and Water Board of
New Orleans. I’'m representing Ms. Ambra Jones. She’s the applicant on this and she’s the

demolition contractor that we hired to demo these two properties.

LeBlanc: OK, so the Sewerage and Water Board has hired a demolition contractor to—?
Avalos: To demolish 7330 Cohn St. and item D—so, items C and D.

LeBlanc: OK, thank you. Staff?

Dennis Murphy: This is an application for the demolition of an existing contributing one-story
commercial building to grade in partial-control Uptown. And this application is for review and
comment only, as it’s owned by the City of New Orleans. At the April meeting, the Commission
voted to defer the application to allow the Sewerage and Water Board representative time to
meet with the Preservation Resource Center to discuss ways to preserve the existing building as
an alternative to full demolition. Since the previous meeting, the applicant has indicated that
representatives from the Sewerage and Water Board have met with the Preservation Resource
Center and are in the process of scheduling a meeting with the adjacent neighbors. Because the
HDLC guidelines do not consider the demolition of contributing-rated structures to be an
appropriate option, and based on the age of the building, its contributing rating and the good

condition of the structures today, Staff recommends denial of the demolition application.
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LeBlanc: So these buildings are owned by the City of New Orleans?
Lee Bressler: I had a question.
LeBlanc: OK—. So you met with the PRC. And what was the outcome of that meeting?

Avalos: We performed the walkthrough of the two sides of the building. On the other side, there
was very little historical fabric to be salvaged—on the storefront side. And on the back—there’s
like a back-apartment side. There were maybe some doors and windows and flooring that they
said could be salvaged, but on the storefront side, really only the facade was the only historical

thing left on this building.
LeBlanc: OK, thank you. Go ahead.
Bressler: What do you mean by review and comment only?

Murphy: That means the Commission needs to review and offer a recommendation for the

demolition, but they would have the ability to demolish it even if you denied the application.
Melissa Quigley: The HDLC doesn’t have jurisdiction over publicly owned buildings.
Bressler: And again, what’s the purpose of demolishing this building?

Avalos: Well, right in front of it — you can see that little green brick structure in front of it.
That’s sewer pumping station number one. I’'m sorry. You could see it in the first image that was
shown. Yeah, there it is right there. So that is supposed to be replaced with a new sewer pumping
station that will be going where this building is right now. And the reason why we purchased the
two buildings—not just this corner lot, but the one behind it—is because we did a similar project
behind Jesuit High School where we put in a new sewer pumping station. [02:40:00] And you

know the purpose of having the two lots is to have the space to install everything we need to do
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for this pumping station and not, you know, have the streets blocked off for a year during

construction. So, yeah, it’ll replace sewer pumping station number one.
Bressler: And have you looked at saving some of the components of the house?

Avalos: Yeah, yeah, we talked about saving some of the doors and windows. But as far as the
structure goes, I think it has to go — the entire thing. Right now, there are sections of the roof
that have caved in from previous storms. So right now, every time it rains, it’s just getting worse
and worse. And we don’t plan on up-keeping these buildings or repairing the roof or doing
anything like that, because there’d be no purpose of doing that since we’re not using it right now.
Bressler: I just have a question for Eleanor. I mean, what does it matter what we think if we have

no jurisdiction?

Eleanor Burke: The ordinance that created the HDLC stated that the Commission had the
opportunity to review and comment on applications that are related to publicly owned properties,
and it’s to allow the public to have time for—to make comment and for the Commission to

weigh in. Perhaps you’ll change minds.
LeBlanc: And we have weighed in before in opposition to things.

Avalos: So, if I may say, we are meeting with the neighborhood on June 14th. I believe our PR
department and our engineering division manager will be in attendance. So the community is
going to be involved in every process of the way. So we don’t have a design firm chosen yet to
do the design on the new pumping station. But when that happens, when we get the funding and
we can do it, we’re definitely going to have meetings throughout the entire process. That way,
the neighborhood knows what’s going on, what we’re doing, how it’ll look, and just the future of

this area. Even — you know, a couple weeks from today, we’re going to be meeting with them
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just to let them know what it’s going to be like during the demolition process, how it’s going to

look after.

LeBlanc: So would the Sewerage and Water Board demolish the building now, even though they

don’t have the funding for the pumping station?

Avalos: Right. The plan is to demolish it now because there’s nobody to maintain this building
right here. Like I said, there are a lot of sections where the roof have caved in and you can see

daylight. Water’s just—.
LeBlanc: Would you maintain the property in the interim?

Avalos: Yeah. So what we plan on doing is just putting some gravel down and fencing the whole

thing until we’re ready for the big construction project.
LeBlanc: OK.

Avalos: And right across the street, there’s a restaurant and we’re getting with them to see if they

want to use that area in the meantime for seating, or whatever they need.
LeBlanc: Right. Thank you. So—it’s an odd request. Commissioner Bruno?

Stephanie Bruno: This makes me so sad because there’s so few of these corner stores with the
wraparound awnings left in the whole city. Really, in the whole city, there’s hardly anything like
this left. It might not be the most elaborate building architecturally, but it has a lot of
architectural features: the windows, the exposed rafter-tails, the finial on the roof. As far as I can
see, it has ridge tiles and so forth. It makes me really sad to see this building lost. It makes me
really wonder about the planning for this project. Is there no other way to do this project other

than demolishing this building?
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Avalos: As far as [ know, there’s no other way. Like I said, this has been done in other locations,
and it’s really about our system. You know, it’s maintaining our system and keeping it

functioning.
Bruno: So what is the green thing in front of the building?

Avalos: So that’s actually a hatch and the pumping station is underground — under the street and
the sidewalk area. But it’s really in the middle of the street. So that’s just the hatch to get into the

pumping station. It’s all in the ground.
Bruno: Why can’t it stay underground? That’s my question.

Avalos: I believe it’s—well, it’s old. The pumps probably need to get replaced and just—you
know, access—and everything that goes into having these pumping stations put in. I don’t think
it’s feasible. I don’t even know if we have many of these that are underground today other than

this one.

Bruno: Well, I would like to urge whoever makes decisions like this in the Sewerage and Water
Board to reconsider this demolition. This building is so rare. This form is so rare to find in this
city now. It used to be on almost every corner. You’d have a little corner store with a

wraparound awning. You don’t find them anymore.
[02:45:00]

Avalos: I understand. Yeah. I’ll bring it up to my managers. I’'m not [?] in the civil engineering
department. I’m just the — I’'m with the demolition project, but I’ll definitely bring it up to my

managers.
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LeBlanc: We appreciate the insight and everything. What we’re facing in New Orleans is a
gradual loss of so many buildings, whether they’re single shotguns or double shotguns or corner
stores. And sometimes we feel like it’s a losing battle, but—we win some, and we lose some. If

you’d yield the mike to Miss Johnson.

Susan Johnson: Susan Johnson, 2822 Lepage St. A lot of people in Carrollton regret the loss of
this building. We don’t see how it isn’t inevitable and I just want to register my regret. And I

know a lot of other people are upset too. That’s it.

LeBlanc: Thank you for your time. Is there anybody else in the audience that wants to address
7330 Cohn Street? If not—Commissioners? Commissioner Bressler, is this is your

neighborhood?

Bressler: Yeah, I guess. Do we—?
LeBlanc: You could make a motion that—.
Bressler: No position?

LeBlanc: We could take no position or we’re opposed to it or we’re in favor of it. So whatever

you—what’s your pleasure?

Bressler: I mean, this is a tough, tough call. We certainly want the Sewerage and Water Board to
be able to operate. I'm familiar with this because I go to that restaurant across the street pretty
often. It’s a pretty funky structure right there—that green monster. And then there were meetings

with the PRC. Was there any discussion of moving the facility?

LeBlanc: It doesn’t sound like there’s much to move.
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Avalos: We actually talked about moving the storefront, but in this case, that entire front
storefront section was lowered. So it’s sitting on the slab now. And the ones that they are used to
moving around were the raised sections where you can kind of get in and lift it up. But in this

case it would have to be torn down and rebuilt. And financially it’s not feasible.

LeBlanc: Thank you.

Bressler: But the materials could be donated to—?

Avalos: Oh yeah, definitely. Yeah, definitely. We’re meeting with the neighborhood soon.

LeBlanc: Before you make your motion, Commissioner Bressler—because I just think that, if
our responsibility at the HDLC is preserving the historic fabric of the City of New Orleans—that
we should be opposed to—and I’m all for the Sewerage and Water Board being able to do their
thing, because we all know the issues over there, but in a holistic environment, we should be
opposed to the demolition of an historic building for a pumping station. It’s not going to stop it
from happening. But I think that as a representative of what we do, we should be in opposition
and I don’t know if anybody else here up here agrees with me. But we should be in opposition to
city agencies buying historic buildings to tear them down, to put any kind of utility-type facility
in it without paying some kind of homage to the historic neighborhood they’re within. But that’s

in a perfect world and we don’t live in a perfect world. Commissioner Hackenberg?

Greg Hackenberg: I would just like to add that this is a partial-control district. We don’t consider
use. And I think, in any other case, if this building came to us for demolition, I’m fairly confident

this Commission would turn down the demolition.

LeBlanc: Commissioner Bressler?

Transcript by Town of Carrollton Watch, LLC 7



N.O. HDLC hearing, June 1, 2022
7730 Cohn St.—1823 Lowerline transcript

Bressler: Again, it’s a quandary because we have no jurisdiction over this building and they
didn’t pick the location. The location is where this facility is set up, I mean. You know, again, I
guess I would vote for approval assuming that anything that can be salvaged from this building is

salvaged from a historical basis.

LeBlanc: You could make a motion to the effect basically along those lines. [That you approve

for salvageable materials.]
Bressler: Yes.
[02:50:00]

LeBlanc: Is there a second to Commissioner Bressler’s motion? Is there a second by

Commissioner King?
King: No. I’m not seconding it. I have a question about it.

LeBlanc: OK. If there’s no second in the motion, the motion fails for lack of a second.

Commissioner King?

Jason King: Is it habitable in general? I understand what you’re saying, that the roof is done in

and all of that.

Avalos: But no, not right now. Not as it is.
King: Not as it is, but it could be?

Avalos: It would require huge renovation.

King: Huge renovation? Perfect. And after you guys take it down, you’re moving the pumping
stations like a block away. Wasn’t that you said last month? Is that correct? Like, it’s getting

relocated. Am I correct? Did you buy another structure as well?
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Avalos: Oh, the one behind it.

King: That’s where it’s going to.

Avalos: Yes. OK.

King: So when you’re done with it, you don’t really need it anymore.
Avalos: The space.

King: That’s why you’re ripping it down.

Avalos: [Probably,] yeah.

LeBlanc: OK. Thank you. So right now the first motion failed for lack of a second. Is there an

alternative motion? Commissioner West, go ahead.

Jennie West: Commissioner Bressler, I hear what you’re trying to do. OK, so I’'m going to make
a motion to deny the request for demolition, and in the event that the City of New Orleans
decides to demolish the building, that any and all salvage materials — that you work with the

PRC to do so.

LeBlanc: Is there a second to that motion? Seconded by Commissioner Greene. We have a

motion on the floor and a second. Is there any discussion on the motion? Commissioner Szapary?

Heather Szapary: It’s possible they could actually work around demolishing this, and if it has to
do with closing off streets, I mean no one wants that, but we’ve been dealing with that for quite

some time, so we’re used to it. I just wanted to make that statement.

LeBlanc: Thank you. So we have a motion on the floor and a second. All those in favor of the
motion say aye. All those opposed? The motion carries unanimously. We registered our

opposition to the Sewerage and Water Board’s plans. We’re on to item D. The next item, which
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is 1823 Lowerline, which is the same situation and y’all want to tear it down so you can have a—

SO you can operate.
Avalos: Yes.
LeBlanc: OK. Did you want to go ahead?

Murphy: The second application at Lowerline Street is the application to demolish an existing
non-contributing, one-story commercial building to grade, and this is the same situation — that
it’s owned by the City of New Orleans for review and comment only. Based on the age of the

building and its non-contributing rating, Staff has no objection to the demolition application.
LeBlanc: Thank you. Do you have anything you want to say to the Commission?

Avalos: Not really.

LeBlanc: Commissioner Bressler?

Bressler: I’d like to commend the Sewerage and Water Board for picking a non-contributing
facility to tear down and to encourage them in the future to only come back here with non-

contributing.
Avalos: Understood.

Bressler: If you need us to make that clearer, just let me know. We understand what you all have
to do, but if you could pick on some non-contributing facilities, I would appreciate that. I think

we have someone that wants to make a comment, though.

LeBlanc: So was there somebody in the audience? Could you state your name and address for the

record, please?
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Lynn Koplitz: My name is Lynn Koplitz. I live at 1824 Pine Street, which shares the back fence
with the 1823 Lowerline property. I'm a little surprised to hear that the pumping station may
move to the 1823 Lowerline lot, so I guess I’ll learn about that in two weeks, but I wanted to
correct something that was said earlier. The reason those two properties were bought together by
the Sewerage and Water Board was they were owned by the same person — Iris Maney. And so
they were contiguous. Someone asked about that two months ago. I think it was Commissioner
Bressler. Those two properties are contiguous. They’re connected. You can walk from the now-
falling-down wooden structure through to the brick structure. They’re connected. So that’s why
they were bought together. And clearly that wasn’t an original plan because they don’t have one
yet, so I know you can do nothing about this, but I just wanted to put it in the record as a

concerned citizen.
LeBlanc: How do you how do you feel about it?

Koplitz: I don’t know how to feel about it. I don’t know what’s going to happen and I don’t think

anybody in the neighborhood knows.

LeBlanc: Hopefully on the 14th you’ll learn more.

Koplitz: That would be great.

[02:55:00]

LeBlanc: Thank you for your comment. Do we have a motion?

Bressler: I’d make a motion to approve it and commend them for looking at non-contributing

facilities for their expansion.
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LeBlanc: Is there a second to that motion? Seconded by Commissioner West. We have a motion
on the floor and a second. Is there any discussion on the motion? All those in favor of the
motion? All those opposed? The motion carries unanimously. He’s already left? There he is.
Good luck. But you know, when you go back to the Sewerage and Water Board — we want a
great Sewerage and Water Board because it affects all of us. But when they look at properties to
demolish, if they would try and find properties that have no historical significance — that would
make all of our jobs a little bit easier. Thank you for your time. Thank you for your help. And

then the meeting on June 14th, how are you sending out notice to the neighborhoods?
[Inaudible answer from the audience.]

OK, all right. And Miss Johnson, you may want to spread the word with your—the people that
you know. Thank you very much. Item 10, New Business Demolition Applications. Item A is

634 Bartholomew. Is the applicant present?

[Ends at timestamp 02:56:45.]
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